


I will be able to 
use context as a 

clue to the meaning 
of a word



1.	WOD	– Slippery POS	– ADJ

MOD	– “Nenny's hair	is	
slippery —slides	out	of	your	
hand.”	

Prediction	–



Definition	– Difficult	to	hold	
firmly	because	it	is	smooth.

Journal	– Esperanza	describes	
Nenny’s hair	as	slippery.		
What	does	your	hair	remind	
you	of?		Include	Figurative	
Language	in	your	paragraph.	



Slippery.  Silky.  Slick.  My hair.  Smooth to run 
your fingers through.  There’s not much to it.  
My hair.  It hangs down.  Lazy.  No energy.  
Always taking a break.  Never working.  My hair.  
I wish I could fire it.  Let it go.  Replace it with a 
new and vibrant model.  My hair.  My hair.  My 
hair.  We’re stuck together till the end.  No 
alternatives.  No substitutes.  No other options, 
but to work with what I’ve got.  My hair.

Slippery.  Silky.  Slick.  My hair.  Smooth to run 
your fingers through.  There’s not much to it.  
My hair.  It hangs down.  Lazy.  No energy.  
Always taking a break.  Never working.  My hair.  
I wish I could fire it.  Let it go.  Replace it with a 
new and vibrant model.  My hair.  My hair.  My 
hair.  We’re stuck together till the end.  No 
alternatives.  No substitutes.  No other options, 
but to work with what I’ve got.  My hair.



2.	WOD	– Inherited POS	– V
MOD	– “It	was	my	great-
grandmother's	name	and	now	it	
is	mine….	Esperanza.	I	have	
inherited her	name,	but	I	don't	
want	to	inherit	her	place	by	the	
window.”	
Prediction	–



Definition	– To	receive
Journal	– Esperanza	inherits	her	
name	from	her	grandmother,	but	
doesn’t	want	to	inherit the	way	
she	lived	her	life.		What	have	you	
inherited from	your	family	
members?		Include	Figurative	
Language	in	your	paragraph.	



I have inherited a lot from my family members.  
My name is from my parents - a combination of the 
two.  My eyes from my grandmother – bright and 
blue like the sky.  My jewelry from my great-
grandmother – a stylish woman who knew how to 
accessorize.  My sense of compassion from my 
mother – sympathizing and caring for those in need.  
All of these things have made me who I am.  I am 
grateful for these people, for the influence they have 
had on me, and the woman that I am today.

I have inherited a lot from my family members.  
My name is from my parents - a combination of the 
two.  My eyes from my grandmother – bright and 
blue like the sky.  My jewelry from my great-
grandmother – a stylish woman who knew how to 
accessorize.  My sense of compassion from my 
mother – sympathizing and caring for those in need.  
All of these things have made me who I am.  I am 
grateful for these people, for the influence they have 
had on me, and the woman that I am today.



3.	WOD	– Baptize POS	– V

MOD	– “I	would	like	to	baptize myself	
under	a	new	name,	a	name	more	like	
the	real	me,	the	one	nobody	sees.	
Espe¬ranza as	Lisandra or	Maritza	or	
Zeze the	X.	Yes.	Something	like	Zeze
the	X	will	do.”	

Prediction	–



Definition	– To	give	a	name	to
Journal	– What	new	name(s)	
would	you	like	to	baptize
yourself	under?		What	would	be	
so	great	about	being	able	to	
change	your	name?		Include	
Figurative	Language	in	your	
paragraph.	



Baptized under a new name.  A name like Jane 
or Jill.  Emma or Emily.  A name that will never 
be misspelled or confused with Rachel or 
Michelle.  A basic name.  A normal name.  A 
name like vanilla ice cream or cherry pie.  A 
name that will never again need to be repeated. 
A new name.  A basic name.

Baptized under a new name.  A name like Jane 
or Jill.  Emma or Emily.  A name that will never 
be misspelled or confused with Rachel or 
Michelle.  A basic name.  A normal name.  A 
name like vanilla ice cream or cherry pie.  A 
name that will never again need to be repeated. 
A new name.  A basic name.



4.	WOD	– Crooked POS	– ADJ

MOD	– “But	we	aren’t	afraid.		
We	know	the	guy	with	the	
crooked eye	is	Davey	the	
Baby’s	brother…”	

Prediction	–



Definition	– Twisted	out	of	
shape	or	out	of	place.

Journal	– Describe	something	
crooked on	your	street.		
Include	Repetition	For	Effect	
in	your	paragraph.



Shady.  Crooked.  Criminal.  If there is one 
thing out of place on my street, it’s the boy who 
lives in the two-story house.  The boy who sells 
drugs.  The boy who the cops visit quite 
frequently.  I hear that he is bad news. I hear 
that he has been in trouble with the law all his 
life.  I hear that his parents make excuses for 
him.  Shady.  Crooked.  Criminal.  If there is 
one thing out of place on my street, it’s the boy 
who lives in the two-story house.

Shady.  Crooked.  Criminal.  If there is one 
thing out of place on my street, it’s the boy who 
lives in the two-story house.  The boy who sells 
drugs.  The boy who the cops visit quite 
frequently.  I hear that he is bad news. I hear 
that he has been in trouble with the law all his 
life.  I hear that his parents make excuses for 
him.  Shady.  Crooked.  Criminal.  If there is 
one thing out of place on my street, it’s the boy 
who lives in the two-story house.



5.	WOD	– Brim POS	– N

MOD	– “But	we	aren’t	afraid.		We	
know	the	guy	with	the	crooked	
eye	is	Davey	the	Baby’s	brother,	
and	the	tall	one	next	to	him	in	the	
straw	brim,	that	Rosa’s	Eddie	V…”

Prediction	–



Definition	– The	projecting	edge	
around	the	bottom	of	a	hat.

.Journal	– Describe	a	hat	with	a	
brim that	you	have	owned,	one	
that	has	special	significance	to	
you.		Include	Repetition	For	
Effect	in	your	paragraph.	



Yellow.  Bright yellow.  The kind of yellow that slaps 
you in the face.  I fell in love with my hat the first 
moment I saw it.  The red print that adorned the 
top of it screamed its name, “Von Dutch”.  It was 
the first hat I ever owned.  Ever wanted to own.  
And I wore it everywhere.  To the beach.  To the 
river.  To the store.  I owned that hat.  I worked 
that hat.  I made that hat.  And still today, we have 
not parted ways. I love my hat with the yellow 
brim, with the red print, with the yellow mesh.

Yellow.  Bright yellow.  The kind of yellow that slaps 
you in the face.  I fell in love with my hat the first 
moment I saw it.  The red print that adorned the 
top of it screamed its name, “Von Dutch”.  It was 
the first hat I ever owned.  Ever wanted to own.  
And I wore it everywhere.  To the beach.  To the 
river.  To the store.  I owned that hat.  I worked 
that hat.  I made that hat.  And still today, we have 
not parted ways. I love my hat with the yellow 
brim, with the red print, with the yellow mesh.



6.	WOD	– Wobble POS	– V

MOD	– “The	grandma’s	feet	were	
lovely	as	pink	pearls	and	dressed	in	
velvety	high	heels	that	made	her	
walk	with	a	wobble,	but	she	wore	
them	anyway	because	they	were	
pretty.”	

Prediction	–



Definition	– An	unsteady	
movement	from	side	to	side.
Journal	– Describe	something	
that	wobbles at	your	house.		It	
can	be	a	wobbly chair,	table,	
person,	etc.	Include	Repetition	
For	Effect	in	your	paragraph.	



Who wants to spend money on something when you 
can get it for free?  This thought crossed my mind as I 
agreed to inherit my parents 20-year-old bed.  The only 
problem - no bed frame.  “Don’t stress,” my friend Emily 
comforted.  “Craigslist is the solution to your problem.”  
Sure enough, we found a free bed frame ready to be 
picked up.  The only problem – a wheel was missing.  
“Don’t stress,” my friend Emily comforted.  It might 
wobble like a cruise ship on the water, but soon it 
will be perfect, pristine, brand new.  Sure enough, a few 
propped up books were all that we needed to fix the 
problem.

Who wants to spend money on something when you 
can get it for free?  This thought crossed my mind as I 
agreed to inherit my parents 20-year-old bed.  The only 
problem - no bed frame.  “Don’t stress,” my friend Emily 
comforted.  “Craigslist is the solution to your problem.”  
Sure enough, we found a free bed frame ready to be 
picked up.  The only problem – a wheel was missing.  
“Don’t stress,” my friend Emily comforted.  It might 
wobble like a cruise ship on the water, but soon it 
will be perfect, pristine, brand new.  Sure enough, a few 
propped up books were all that we needed to fix the 
problem.



7.	WOD	– Descended POS	– V

MOD	– “The	mother’s	feet,	plump	
and	polite,	descended like	white	
pigeons	from	the	sea	of	pillow,	across	
the	linoleum	roses,	down	down	the	
wooden	stairs,	over	the	chalk	
hopscotch	squares,	5,	6,	7,	blue	sky.”	

Prediction	–



Definition	– To	move	downward.

.Journal	– Write	a	first	person	
account	about	a	person’s	
experience	descending from	a	
peak	on	a	bungee	cord.		
Include	Specific	Details	For	
Effect	in	your	paragraph.	



Sweaty palms.  Gurgling stomach.  Hesitant steps.  
As I stared down into the deep, dark abyss, I began 
to question my sanity.  Who in their right mind 
would sign up for this?  A voice, far off in the 
distance, began to call my name.  Began to count 
down.  10, 9, 8… My vision began to blur.  My 
heart began to pound.  Panic ensued.  And then I 
heard it…1. I lifted my feet off the ground and 
sprung into the air.  My body began to descend
down, down, down into the unknown world below.

Sweaty palms.  Gurgling stomach.  Hesitant steps.  
As I stared down into the deep, dark abyss, I began 
to question my sanity.  Who in their right mind 
would sign up for this?  A voice, far off in the 
distance, began to call my name.  Began to count 
down.  10, 9, 8… My vision began to blur.  My 
heart began to pound.  Panic ensued.  And then I 
heard it…1. I lifted my feet off the ground and 
sprung into the air.  My body began to descend
down, down, down into the unknown world below.



8.	WOD	– Strutted POS	– V

MOD	– “It’s	Rachel	who	learns	to	walk	the	
best	all	strutted in	those	magic	high	heels.		She	
teaches	us	to	cross	and	uncross	our	legs,	and	
to	run	like	a	double-dutch	rope,	and	how	to	
walk	down	to	the	corner	so	that	the	shoes	talk	
back	to	you	with	every	step.		Lucy,	Rachel,	me	
tee-tottering	like	so.		Down	to	the	corner	
where	the	men	can’t	take	their	eyes	off	us.”	

Prediction	–



Definition	– Walk	with	arrogant	
stiffness.
Journal	– Tell	me	about	a	time	when	
instead	of	walking	you	decided	to	
strut.		Was	it	to	impress	someone?		
What	made	you	feel	so	confident?		
Be	creative	and	try	to	make	the	entry	
humorous.	Include	Specific	Details	
For	Effect	in	your	paragraph.	



It was a dress that made me feel like a million bucks.  
Skin tight.  Knee length.  Brown.  The moment I put it 
on, I knew that it was perfection.  Walking was not an 
option in this dress.  That would have been a 
disservice.  No.  This dress deserved more from me.  
Strutting through the swarms of people, I made 
sure that everybody saw my dress.  I made it come 
alive like it was talking to the crowd saying, “Don’t be 
jealous.  I know I’m fabulous!”  Eyes spoke back with 
envy. It was a dress that made me feel like a million 
bucks. 

It was a dress that made me feel like a million bucks.  
Skin tight.  Knee length.  Brown.  The moment I put it 
on, I knew that it was perfection.  Walking was not an 
option in this dress.  That would have been a 
disservice.  No.  This dress deserved more from me.  
Strutting through the swarms of people, I made 
sure that everybody saw my dress.  I made it come 
alive like it was talking to the crowd saying, “Don’t be 
jealous.  I know I’m fabulous!”  Eyes spoke back with 
envy. It was a dress that made me feel like a million 
bucks. 



9.	WOD	– Dangling POS	– V

MOD	– “We	pretended	with	
our	heads	thrown	back,	our	
arms	limp	and	useless,	
dangling like	the	dead.”	

Prediction	–



Definition	– To	hang	or	swing	
loosely.

Journal	– Write	about	an	
experience	you	had	dangling
from	something.	Include	
Specific	Details	For	Effect	in	
your	paragraph.	



Dangling upside down.  Swinging 
back and forth.  Around and 
around I spun.  Waiting for the 
right moment to dismount.  1, 2, 3.  
I pounced off the metal bar and 
threw my hands in the air.  Victory!  
I was the Queen of the Bars!

Dangling upside down.  Swinging 
back and forth.  Around and 
around I spun.  Waiting for the 
right moment to dismount.  1, 2, 3.  
I pounced off the metal bar and 
threw my hands in the air.  Victory!  
I was the Queen of the Bars!


